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forLIFE 
Opposition

There are gifts known only to those who persevere.

THE COMPLAINT
You understand, O Lord; remember me and care for me. Avenge me on 
my persecutors. You are long-suffering—do not take me away; think of 
how I suffer reproach for your sake. 16 When your words came, I ate them; 
they were my joy and my heart’s delight, for I bear your name, O Lord 
God Almighty. 17 I never sat in the company of revelers, never made merry 
with them; I sat alone because your hand was on me and you had filled me 
with indignation. 18 Why is my pain unending and my wound grievous and 
incurable? Will you be to me like a deceptive brook, like a spring that fails?
 Jeremiah 15:15-18

THE BRONZE WALL
Therefore this is what the Lord says: “If you repent, I will restore you that 
you may serve me; if you utter worthy, not worthless, words, you will be 
my spokesman. Let this people turn to you, but you must not turn to them. 
20 I will make you a wall to this people, a fortified wall of bronze; they will 
fight against you but will not overcome you, for I am with you to rescue 
and save you,” declares the Lord. 21 “I will save you from the hands of the 
wicked and redeem you from the grasp of the cruel.”  
 Jeremiah 15:19-21

THREE OPTIONS
QUIT

O Lord, you deceived me, and I was deceived; you overpowered me and 
prevailed. I am ridiculed all day long; everyone mocks me. 8 Whenever I speak,
I cry out proclaiming violence and destruction. So the word of the Lord 
has brought me insult and reproach all day long. 9 But if I say, “I will not 
mention him or speak any more in his name,” his word is in my heart like 
a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot.  
 Jeremiah 20:7-9

GO ALONG
Then the prophet Hananiah took the yoke off the neck of the prophet 
Jeremiah and broke it…    Jeremiah 28:10

At this, the prophet Jeremiah went on his way. 12 Shortly after the prophet 
Hananiah had broken the yoke off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, 
the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: 13 “Go and tell Hananiah, ‘This is 
what the Lord says: You have broken a wooden yoke, but in its place you 
will get a yoke of iron.’”
 Jeremiah 28:11c-13

STAND
When the priest Pashhur son of Immer, the chief officer in the temple 
of the Lord, heard Jeremiah prophesying these things, 2 he had Jeremiah 
the prophet beaten and put in the stocks at the Upper Gate of Benjamin 
at the Lord’s temple. 3 The next day, when Pashhur released him from 
the stocks, Jeremiah said to him, “The Lord’s name for you is not Pashhur, 
but Magor-Missabib.  4 For this is what the Lord says: ‘I will make you a 
terror to yourself and to all your friends; with your own eyes you will 
see them fall by the sword of their enemies.’” 
 Jeremiah 20:1-4
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